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Statement on the European Union-
United States Mutual Recognition
Agreements

June 20, 1997

I am pleased the United States and the
European Union have initialed in Denver
today landmark agreements that represent a
new level of transatlantic cooperation. These
accords will reduce trade barriers, increase
U.S. exports, and promote more efficient
regulation in sectors that account for approxi-
mately $50 billion in two-way trade between
the United States and Europe, including
telecommunications equipment, information
technology, medical devices, and pharma-
ceuticals.

The Mutual Recognition Agreements will
eliminate the need for duplicative testing, in-
spection, or certification of products destined
for trade on each side of the Atlantic, while
protecting the health and safety of consumers
on both sides of the Atlantic. By their very
nature, these accords represent and require
the highest level political, economic, and reg-
ulatory cooperation between nations. When
implemented, this package will serve to in-
crease U.S. exports by saving manufacturers
up to 10 percent of the cost of delivering
U.S. exports to Europe and enhance trans-
atlantic cooperation to protect the health and
safety of our peoples. This is a good agree-
ment for the American people and is good
news for manufacturers, workers, and con-
sumers in the United States and Europe.

I want to thank the TransAtlantic Business
Dialogue for its important role in supporting
these negotiations. I also want to congratu-
late Commerce Secretary William Daley,
U.S. Trade Representative Charlene
Barshefsky, Under Secretary of State Stuart
Eizenstat, and all the U.S. agencies that
showed creativity and persistence in forging
agreements that will help shape the trans-
atlantic marketplace.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Joint Statement by France, Russia,
and the United States on the
Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

June 20, 1997

On the occasion of our meeting in Denver,
we, the Presidents of France, the Russian
Federation and the United States of Amer-
ica, as leaders of the countries that co-chair
the OSCE Minsk Conference on Nagorno-
Karabakh, express our deep concern over the
continuing Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. It has
seriously undermined economic and social
development and prosperity throughout the
Caucasus region. It has created thousands of
victims. Over a million people are still dis-
placed from their homes.

We are encouraged by the continued ob-
servance of the cease-fire. However, the
cease-fire by itself is insufficient. Without
progress toward a durable settlement, the
cease-fire could break down. The inter-
national community thus has repeatedly
called for a settlement; we believe there
should be no delay in establishing a stable
and lasting peace in the region.

To that end we have committed our coun-
tries to work closely together to assist the
efforts of the parties to negotiate a resolution
to the conflict. The French, Russian, and
U.S. Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk Con-
ference have presented a new proposal for
a comprehensive settlement, taking into con-
sideration the legitimate interests and con-
cerns of all parties. It represents an appro-
priate basis for achieving a mutual agree-
ment. The primary responsibility, however,
rests with the parties and their leaders. We
call upon them to take a positive approach,
to build upon this proposal and to negotiate
an early settlement.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Bosnia
June 20, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of December

20, 1996, I provided further information on
the deployment of combat-equipped U.S.
Armed Forces to Bosnia and other states in
the region in order to participate in and sup-
port the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO)-led Stabilization Force (SFOR), and
on the beginning of the withdrawal of the
NATO-led Implementation Force (IFOR),
which completed its mission and transferred
authority to the SFOR on December 20,
1996. I am providing this supplemental re-
port, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion, to help ensure that the Congress is kept
fully informed on continued U.S. contribu-
tions in support of peacekeeping efforts in
the former Yugoslavia.

We continue to work in concert with oth-
ers in the international community to en-
courage the parties to fulfill their commit-
ments under the Dayton Peace Agreement
and to build on the gains achieved over the
last 18 months. It remains in the United
States national interest to help bring peace
to Bosnia, both for humanitarian reasons and
to arrest the dangers the fighting in Bosnia
represented to security and stability in Eu-
rope generally. Through American leader-
ship and in conjunction with our NATO allies
and other countries, we have seen real and
continued progress toward sustainable peace
in Bosnia. We have also made it clear to the
former warring parties that it is they who are
ultimately responsible for implementing the
Peace Agreement.

The United Nations Security Council au-
thorized member states to establish the fol-
low-on force in United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1088 of December 12,
1996. The SFOR’s tasks are to deter or pre-
vent a resumption of hostilities or new
threats to peace, to consolidate IFOR’s
achievements and to promote a climate in
which the civilian-led peace process can go
forward. Subject to this primary mission,
SFOR will provide selective support, within
its capabilities, to civilian organizations im-
plementing the Dayton Peace Agreement.

The parties to the Peace Agreement have all
confirmed to NATO their support for the
SFOR mission. In particular, the leaders of
Bosnia and Herzegovina have indicated that
they welcome NATO’s planned 18-month
SFOR mission to be formally reviewed at 6
and 12 months with a view to shifting the
focus from stabilization to deterrence, reduc-
ing the force’s presence and completing the
mission by June 1998. The first such review
is to be conducted on June 26, 1997.

United States force contribution to SFOR
in Bosnia currently is approximately 8,500,
roughly half the size of the force deployed
with IFOR at the peak of its strength. Many
of the U.S. forces participating in SFOR are
U.S. Army forces that were stationed in Ger-
many. Other participating U.S. forces include
special operations forces, airfield operations
support forces, air forces, and reserve per-
sonnel. An amphibious force is normally in
reserve in the Mediterranean Sea, and a car-
rier battle group remains available to provide
support for air operations.

All NATO nations and 21 others, including
Russia, have provided troops or other sup-
port to SFOR. Most U.S. troops are assigned
to Multinational Division, North, centered
around the city of Tuzla. In addition, approxi-
mately 2,800 U.S. troops are deployed to
Hungary, Croatia, Italy, and other states in
the region in order to provide logistical and
other support to SFOR.

Since the transfer of authority from IFOR
to SFOR on December 20, 1996, U.S. forces
sustained a total of two fatalities, neither of
which was combat-related. Four American
service members were also injured in acci-
dents. As with the U.S. forces, traffic acci-
dents, landmines, and other accidents were
the primary causes of injury to SFOR person-
nel.

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo-
nia as part of the United Nations Preventive
Deployment Force (UNPREDEP). This
U.N. peacekeeping force observes and mon-
itors conditions along the border with the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Albania,
effectively contributing to the stability of the
region. Several U.S. Army support heli-
copters are also deployed to provide support
to U.S. forces and UNPREDEP as required.
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